
South Lakeland District Council 

Cabinet 

Tuesday, 7 December 2021 

Contract Award for Scaling on Street Charging 
Infrastructure (Urgent Item) 

 

Portfolio:   Climate Action and Biodiversity Portfolio Holder 

Report from:  Director of Customer and Commercial Services 

Report Author: Sion Thomas – Operational Lead Delivery and Commercial Services 

Wards:  (All Wards); 

Forward Plan: Included in the Forward Plan as published on 25 May 2020 

Links to Council Plan Priorities:  

Climate Emergency 
 
- develop plans and support projects with our partners and local communities to progressively 
address the causes and the impacts of climate change, according to our local priorities, 
securing maximum benefit for our communities 
 
- encourage all sectors in our local community to take the opportunity to adapt to the impacts 
of climate change, to reduce their own greenhouse gas emissions and to make public their 
commitment to action 
 
- Tackling Climate change by exploring options associated with EV charging points for 
households with no facility to charge their vehicles and by encouraging behaviour change to 
promote the uptake of electric vehicles. 
 
- Promoting the uptake of Electric vehicles to reduce pollution emissions from combustion 
engines. 
 

1.0 Expected Outcome and Measures of Success 

1.1 The contract will allow for the preparatory groundworks to be completed prior to the 
installation of EV charging points across a number of Council car parks which is a 
100% funded project by Innovate UK. 

 
2.0 Recommendation 

2.1 It is recommended that Cabinet:- 

(1) Approve the subsequent contract award for the groundworks contract 
following competitive retender as noted in Part II Appendix 1 to this 
report; and 

(2) Delegates authority to the Director of Customer and Commercial Services 
in conjunction with the Lead Specialist for Legal, Governance and 
Democracy (Monitoring Officer) to enter into any final contract. 
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3.0 Background and Proposals 

3.1 Officers are seeking approval to award the contract for the preparatory groundworks 
following a subsequent tender exercise. The works will enable the EV charging points 
to be sited on Council land at the following car parks:- 
 
- Kendal, Peppercorn Lane, LA9 5AQ 
- Kendal Stricklandgate House 
- Grange over Sands, Kents Bank Road, LA11 7EY 
- Ulverston, Buxton Place, LA12 7EF 
- Ulverston, Daltongate, LA12 7BG 
- Bowness, Rayrigg Road, LA23 3BZ 
- Windermere, Broad Street, LA23 2AB 
- Ambleside, King Street, LA22 0BX 
- Grasmere, Red Bank Road, LA22 9PU 
 

3.2 The contract award was previously considered by Cabinet at its meeting on 01 
September 2021 at Agenda Item No.14 ‘Contract Award for Scaling on Street 
Infrastructure’ whereby Cabinet passed a resolution to award the contract to the lowest 
bidder as evidenced in the Part II Appendix 1 Report. (Minute No. CEX/43 01 
September 2021) 
 

3.3 Since the decision, the original contractor has withdrawn from the award. The 
contractor stated that their cost would need to increase by 25% and that they would no 
longer be in a position to complete the works by the proposed deadlines. Therefore 
this would impact on the delivery of the wider SOSCI project and subsequent works. 
The Council was unable to accept a revised tender sum and the tender evaluation of 
the original contract was therefore invalid. 

 
3.4 By following the Council’s procurement exercise the tender was re-run and it is now 

proposed to award the contract to the new lowest bidder, an alternative contractor from 
the original decision. For the purpose of transparency, Cabinet are requested to 
consider the award of the contract to the lowest bidder as detailed in the Part II 
Appendix.  

 
3.5 The decision is urgent and cannot reasonably be deferred as the ground works need 

to be completed by 31 January 2022 due to funding deadlines.  
 
3.6 The wider project is 100% funded by Innovate UK and therefore budget provision is 

already in place for the groundworks contract. No additional budget is required as a 
result of the current contract award that relates to this decision. The funding will be 
recovered subject to the terms and conditions of the collaboration agreement and the 
grant offer terms and conditions.  

 
3.7 Note – This matter is being included as an urgent item of business under Section 

100B (4)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972, as the Leader is of the opinion 
that it requires consideration without delay.  A decision is required because the 
Council would be at risk of losing funding if the preparatory ground works are 
not complete by the imposed funding deadline and to not cause further delay to 
the wider SOSCI project.  To delay a decision until the next scheduled meeting 
of the Cabinet would mean that the Council would potentially be unable to take 
action which would protect its interests due to strict time constraints imposed 
upon it. 
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4.0 Appendices Attached to this Report 

Appendix No. Name of Appendix 

1 Part II – Tender Evaluation Report for Groundworks 
 
Note – In accordance with Section 100B(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1972, copies of these appendices are excluded from inspection by 
members of the public as they contain information as described in 
Schedule 12A of the Act, as amended by the Local Government 
(Access to Information) (Variation) Order 2006, as follows:- 
 
- Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the authority holding that information). 
 

5.0 Consultation 

5.1 Consultation has taken place with the Climate Emergency and Localism Portfolio Holder, 
the Climate Change Board, the Corporate Management Team, the Director of Customer 
and Commercial Service, the Lead Specialist for Legal, Governance and Democracy and 
Lead Specialist for Finance. 
 

6.0 Alternative Options 

6.1 The Council to not award the contract and complete the preparatory grounds in order to 
participate further in the project. This may result in a missed opportunity to both research 
the demand and installation of charge points locally, and also to actually install some EV 
charge points at a small number of locations within the District. The Council have also 
declared a Climate Emergency and this scheme will contribute towards the targets set out 
by the Council. 

 

7.0 Implications 

Financial, Resources and Procurement 

7.1 The wider project is 100% funded by Innovate UK and therefore any cost associated with 
the project including the groundworks contract will be recovered subject to the terms and 
conditions of the collaboration agreement and the grant offer terms and conditions. 
 

7.2 A second competitive tender has taken place for the groundworks contract following the 
Council’s procurement exercise, with a proposal to award the contract to the lowest 
bidder. The results are reported in Part II Appendix 1. 

 

Human Resources 

7.3 There are no human resource implications with this project. 

Legal 

7.4 The Council signed the grant award letter for the Innovate UK Project on 20 March 2020 
which funds this contract award. The lead party for the funding is Cybermoor Ltd. 
 

7.5 Legal Services will advise on any agreements to be entered into to ensure that the 
Council’s position is protected at all times. 

 

7.6 Legal Services have also advised on the final ground works contract and have been 
involved in all final contract negotiations.  
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Health and Sustainability Impact Assessment 

7.7 Have you completed a Health and Sustainability Impact Assessment? Yes  

7.8 If you have not completed an Impact Assessment, please explain your reasons: N/A 

7.9 Summary of Health and Sustainability Impacts: See Appendix 4 of Cabinet Report 
‘Contract Award for the Scaling on Street Charging Infrastructure’ Agenda Item No.14, 
01 September 2021. 

Equality and Diversity 

7.10 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? No. 

7.11 If you have not completed an Impact Analysis, please explain your reasons: It is not 
deemed relevant to this report. 

7.12 Summary of Equality and Diversity impacts: N/A 

Risk Management Consequence Controls required 

Financial – recovery of costs 
Incurred. 

Costs to the Council that 

are not recoverable 

through the wider project. 

Clear financial and 
procurement controls are 
in place following Innovate 
funding criteria and 

contractual terms and 

conditions. 

Contact Officers 

Sion Thomas – Operational Lead for Delivery and Commercial Services 

01539 793192 sion.thomas@southlakeland.gov.uk 

Background Documents Available 

 

Name of Background document Where it is available 

Cabinet Minute CEX/43 (01 

September 2021) 

https://democracy.southlakeland.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?I

D=21576 

Cabinet Report (Agenda Item No. 

14, 01 September 2021) 

https://democracy.southlakeland.gov.uk/ieIssueDetail

s.aspx?IId=22650&PlanId=0&Opt=3#AI21576 

Tracking Information 

Signed off by Date sent Date Signed off 

Section 151 Officer 03/12/21 N/A 

Monitoring Officer 03/12/21 06/12/21 

CMT 03/12/21 N/A 

 

Circulated to Date sent 

Lead Specialist N/A 

Human Resources Lead Specialist N/A 

Communications Team N/A 

Leader N/A 

Committee Chairman N/A 

Portfolio Holder 06/12/21 
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Circulated to Date sent 

Ward Councillor(s) N/A 

Committee N/A 

Executive (Cabinet) 07/12/21 

Council N/A 
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By virtue of paragraph(s) 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A
of the Local Government Act 1972.
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